
Have you ever dreamed to go to the place where policies are forged and 

decisions are made concerning yours and others lives?! Well Heba Nosseir, 

had that dream and it came true when she volunteered with the United Na-

tions Volunteers Program. She left behind a good position, in a successful 

and stable organization for a cause she always believed in òvolunteerism is 

indispensable for any country to develop, it widely contributes to peace and 

development and attaining societal wellbeingó. 
 

After spending a few months coordinating the 10th Anniversary for the Inter-

national Year of Volunteers (IYV+10) in Egypt, Nosseir was selected, from 

amongst 40 UN volunteers, to fly to New York and witness the adoption of 

the UN General Assembly resolution(A/RES/66/67) in its 66th session, on 5 

December 2011. The resolution recognized the valuable contribution of vol-

unteering, and government activities to support and promote volunteerism, 

and reiterated its call to governments to continue such actions. 
 

The day-long celebration -timed also to coincide with World Volunteer Day- 

launched the UNõs first-ever State of the Worldõs Volunteerism Report, aim-

ing at enhancing knowledge and understanding of volunteerism and its con-

tributions in addressing global development challenges. Afterwards Nosseir 

gave an intervention on the change youth volunteers are creating in Arab 

countries in general, and in Egypt in particular. She stressed the fact that, 

representing more than 60% of Arab countriesõ populations, youth are capa-

ble of changing the world; they only need some know-how and practice.  
 

Nosseir says òwhen I took the decision to work as a volunteer, people told 

me ôyou must be crazyõ and now I tell them if that is what craziness brings, 

then we all should be crazyó. 

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay strongly condemned the brutal 

suppression of demonstrations by military and security forces in Tahrir Square, Cairo, 

which have reportedly left at least 11 people dead and over 500 injured.  
 

òThe graphic images of protesters, including women, being brutally clubbed and assaulted, 

long after the point when they are showing any resistance, are utterly shocking,ó Pillay 

said. òPeople lying motionless on the ground are shown on film being smashed on the 

head and body with sticks. These are life-threatening and inhuman acts that cannot possi-

bly be justified under the guise of restoration of security or crowd control.ó 
 

òSome of those who were filmed this weekend, including those viciously clubbing and 

kicking an apparently unconscious half-naked woman, should be easy to identify. Conse-

quently, there must be arrests and prosecutions,ó the High Commissioner said.  
 

The High Commissioner once again called for an impartial and independent investigation 

into all instances of abuse and violent repression against protestors that have occurred 

in recent months. She emphasized that the violence must stop, that such acts cannot 

remain unpunished and that those responsible, no matter what their rank or function, 

must be brought to justice. 

The High Commissioner expressed particularly strong concern at what appears to be a 

deliberate targeting of peaceful women protestors. òThe ruthless violence being used 

against unarmed women protestors is especially shocking and cannot be left unpun-

ished,ó she said. 
 

In response to violence against women, several womenõs marches have erupted, in which 

thousands of women from all over Egypt participated. Chants against the SCAF were echoed.  
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UN Human Rights Condemns Assaults by 

Security Forces on Women Protestors 
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UNV: An Eyewitness Account of 

a Life Changing Experience  

Egyptian women demonstrating in support of assaulted women  

Heba Nosseir inaugurating a photography exhibition on volunteerism worldwide, in New York  
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 "The Future of Climate Change in Egypt" film has won the "2011 Best Short Film" 

at the Arab Water Forum organized by the Arab Water Council. The film is produced 

by the Climate Change Risk Management Programme (CCRMP), one of many joint 

UN programmes.  
 

CCRMP is a joint programme implemented by various government partners with 

the support of several UN agencies, and funded by the Spanish Millennium Devel-

opment Goals (MDG) Fund, with the aim of promoting environmental sustainability.  
 

View the film on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3q_NVtzEpQ   

UNWOMEN:  

A Game Model for Voter Education  
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UN Women in part-

nership with the 

Egyptian Center for 

Womenõs Rights 

(ECWR) developed a 

three dimensional 

(3-D) physical model 

portraying the 

voting process, 

which includes 

informative cards 

for participants to 

role play. This 

game presents a creative civic education tool that addresses the public; and specifi-

cally illiterate women in Egypt. 
 

The game covers various subjects concerning the elections including; division of elec-

toral districts, differences between the party list candidate and the individual seat 

candidate, actors in the electoral process, inclusiveness of women as a democratic 

value and importance of supporting women candidates, election programs, political 

parties, political movements, as well as the steps to follow as a voter. 
 

One thousand copies of this game were produced and distributed to 100 civil society 

organizations. A direct target of this initiative is 30,000 women, while an indirect 

target is estimated to be about 300,000 men and women. The game has been shared 

through the media and online.  

A UN Film Wins Best Prize  

The Social Contract 

Center (SCC) held a 

conference entitled 

"Towards A New Social 

Contract in Egypt: 

Economic and Social 

C o u n c i l s ; 
Institutionalizing, 

I n c l u s i o n  a n d 

Participation," which 

aimed to alert policy makers, civil society and the private sector of different institu-

tional alternatives.   
 

The conference highlighted the important role played by the economic and social 

councils in various countries around the world, such as Italy, Brazil and Kenya; and 

their achievements in the policy-making process through community participation, 

building national consensus, and achieving greater equality.  
 

Following the conference, the Center will prepare a proposal for the legal and institu-

tional framework to establish an Economic and Social Council in Egypt, as an institu-

tional mechanism for effective and sustainable community participation. The Council 

will promote social justice through the coordination and integration of economic and 

social policies, offering an equal opportunity to community segments to participate in 

policy-making and express their interests including those of minorities and the poor. 
 

 SCC is a project supported by UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the Informa-

tion Decision Support Centre (IDSC).  

Towards a New Social Contract in Egypt  

The Interna-

tional Labour 

Organization 

(ILO) project on 

Career Guid-

ance for Youth 

Employment 

organized the 

first job fair in 

Borg El Arab, 

A lexand r ia , 

under the aus-

pices of the Ministry of Manpower and Migration (MMPM), ILO and the Italian Em-

bassy in Cairo. 
 

The projectõs objective is to help reduce high unemployment rates among young 

people, by improving the school to work transition and allowing youth to find more 

and better jobs. The fair crystallized the projectõs intensive hard work since 2009. 
 

More than 35 enterprises from Borg El Arab industrial zone participated in the 

event, to recruit skilled workers at all levels. These enterprises represent differ-

ent industrial sectors like textiles, food industries, processed meat and related 

products, appetizers production, and glass manufacturing. On the other hand, 

around 2,800 job seekers came to the fair from Borg El Arab and the surrounding 

areas of Agami, Amyria, Alexandria and Behiera.  
 

The project team cooperated with the local project task force to organize the regis-

tration of job seekers and monitor their presentations of CVs to prospective em-

ployers. The team also further facilitated the process, through preparing, printing 

and photocopying the CVs. There was also a separate section for quick interviews 

to be held for immediate acceptance of applicants. 
 

The immediate outcome of the job fair on its first day was immediate employment 

of 700 job seekers, in jobs ranging from factory director, accountants, production 

line workers, quality control, secretaries and security staff. On its second day, 

recruiters came with even more job opportunities and job seekers came with 

higher aspirations.  
 

The career guidance project delivers career guidance services to job seekers 

through empowering and upgrading public employment services offices, starting 

with five pilot offices in Fayoum, Luxor, Aswan, Alexandria (Borg El Arab) and Giza 

(6 October). The project relies on integrated initiatives to mobilize public employ-

ment services offices (affiliated with MMPM), education/training institutions, em-

ployersõ and workersõ organization, civil society and the media.   

ILOõs Job Fair: Where Connections 

are Made for a Better Future  

Young job hunters engaged at the fair  
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UNWOMENõs  interactive awareness raising tool  
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The conference brought together people from different backgrounds 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3q_NVtzEpQ

